118 


REVIEWS 
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practice of spondvlotherapy requires knowledge, observation, and 
experience of the highest kind.” Turning to the end of the hook, 
a bibliography of sixty-seven numbers is given, of which twentv- 
two are references to articles or hooks by the author. The subject 
appears to have some affinity with osteopathy and with the methods 
of one or two other schools. There are numerous tables selected, 
as a rule, from other authors, and some methods that appear to 
lie distinctly original, particularly spondylography. Some of the 
statements appear to one not well versed on this subject rather 
sweeping, for instance, the painful centres, for the finding of 
which an ingenious method is given, are said to he so pathognomonic 
of certain ailments that the physician can almost make a diagnosis 
rrom the reflex centres involved. Another is that when oniffinds 
the spinal tenderness associated with some organic disease of an 
organ, as, for example, a gouty toe, or an nicer of the stomach, 
if the area of spinal tenderness he frozen, the pain will disappear 
in the affected organ. If the freezing be repeated, apparently the 
ulcer or gout wi 1 get well, which is explained as follows: “Now 
o the average physician it would he ridiculous that freezing over 
the area of tenderness was anything more than a palliative mrasure, 
ret sober thought endows analgesia with curative action.” The 
reviewer hesitates to express his own thoughts upon this subject, 
llus method is also effective, apparently, for persistent coughs. 

Respiratory ataxia, a condition which has not received the atten¬ 
tion the author believes it deserves, and which is capable of pro¬ 
ducing a remarkable group of symptoms, is thoroughly described 
I here is a very curious classification of the different tvpcs of back¬ 
aches, for one of which, at least, he accepts the uric acid etiolw-v. 
He is an enthusiastic believer in the sinusoidal current. lie holds 
that lumbar puncture will relieve headache due to an augmented 
mtercramal pressure. ° 

There is a description of a variety of pseudovisceral diseases 
." Inch yield promptly to the freezing method. There is also a 
ong chapter upon the forms of cardiovascular disease that can 
be relieved or cured by spinal treatment, including particularly 
cardiac insufficiency, the changes in tension of the bloodvessels 
and even, apparently, aneurysm of the aorta. There are also 
sections on the respiratory and gastro-intestinal systems. The 
spinal methods of treatment are available in gastroptosis, intestinal 
intoxication, constipation, and a variety of other conditions. 

file author is apparently an enthusiast, hut it is probable that 
a considerable portion of the medical profession will await more 
conclusive demonstration than the perusal of his hook before 
adopting his methods generally. At any rate, the reviewer has 
he feeling that the elaborate series of visceral reflexes described has 
hitherto strangely escaped common medical knowledge. J S 



